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Abstract 

 

Aravind Adiga’s novel The White Tiger presents a critical picture of contemporary Indian society 

by focusing on the relationship between environmental conditions and social inequality. The novel 

portrays the life of Balram Halwai, a young man from a poor village who struggles to escape 

poverty and exploitation. Through the contrast between rural and urban environments, Adiga 

highlights issues such as polluted water, lack of sanitation, urban overcrowding, and environmental 

neglect. These problems are closely connected with economic disparity and social discrimination. 

The novel also questions the idea of development in modern India by showing that technological 

progress does not always improve the living conditions of the poor. While cities expand and 

economic growth increases, many people continue to suffer from poor environmental conditions 

and social injustice. This study examines how environmental degradation in the novel reflects the 

wider problems of poverty, corruption, and inequality. It also explores how Adiga uses Balram’s 

narrative to criticize the uneven distribution of wealth and resources in Indian society. 
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Introduction 

Aravind Adiga is one of the prominent contemporary Indian writers who portrays the 

realities of modern society through his fiction. His novel The White Tiger offers a sharp critique 

of the social and economic conditions in India after globalization. The novel tells the story of 

Balram Halwai, who grows up in poverty in the village of Laxmangarh and later moves to the city 

in search of a better life. Through Balram’s experiences, Adiga reveals the deep divide between 

the rich and the poor in Indian society. 

The novel also draws attention to environmental issues that affect both rural and urban 

areas. Villages suffer from lack of sanitation, polluted water sources, and poor infrastructure. At 

the same time, cities experience problems such as overcrowding, pollution, and environmental 

exploitation caused by rapid development. These environmental problems are closely linked to 

social inequality, as the poor often live in the worst conditions while the wealthy enjoy better 

resources and facilities. 

Rural Environmental Degradation 

In the novel, Balram’s village Laxmangarh represents the harsh reality of rural India. The 

village is characterized by poverty, poor sanitation, and contaminated water sources. People 

struggle to meet their basic needs, and the lack of proper facilities leads to unhealthy living 

conditions. The villagers are dependent on limited natural resources, which are often exploited 

without proper management. 
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Adiga uses the description of the village to show how environmental neglect reflects social neglect. 

The government and authorities rarely pay attention to the needs of rural communities. As a result, 

villagers continue to live in conditions that affect their health and quality of life. The environment 

of Laxmangarh becomes a symbol of the economic and social deprivation faced by the poor. 

Urban Environmental Problems 

When Balram moves to Delhi, he encounters another form of environmental crisis. The 

city is portrayed as a place of economic opportunity but also as a space filled with pollution, traffic 

congestion, and overcrowding. The rapid growth of urban areas has created a sharp contrast 

between luxurious spaces for the wealthy and degraded living conditions for the poor. 

Drivers, servants, and laborers often live in cramped quarters with limited access to clean water 

and sanitation. Adiga shows that urban development benefits the rich while the poor are forced to 

live in polluted and unsafe environments. This contrast between wealth and poverty highlights the 

unequal distribution of environmental resources. 

Social Inequality and Exploitation 

One of the central themes of The White Tiger is the exploitation of the lower classes by the 

wealthy. Balram works as a driver for a rich family, where he experiences humiliation and injustice. 

Servants are treated as inferior individuals who must obey their masters without question. In many 

situations, they are blamed for mistakes made by their employers. 

 

Adiga uses the metaphor of the “Rooster Coop” to explain how the poor remain trapped in a system 

that prevents them from escaping poverty. Fear, social pressure, and economic dependence keep 
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them obedient to their masters. This system reflects the larger social structure where power and 

wealth determine an individual’s position in society. 

Development and Environmental Contradictions 

The novel also questions the meaning of development in modern India. Balram points out 

that while technology such as mobile phones has become widely available, many people still lack 

access to basic necessities like clean drinking water. This contradiction shows that technological 

progress does not always lead to improved living conditions for everyone. In many parts of the 

country, modern facilities exist alongside extreme poverty, creating a sharp contrast between 

advancement and neglect. 

Adiga suggests that true development should focus on improving the quality of life for all 

citizens rather than benefiting only a small section of society. Environmental sustainability and 

social equality are essential for achieving balanced progress. The novel shows that economic 

growth alone cannot solve social problems if it ignores the basic needs of the people. When 

development focuses only on profit and urban expansion, the environment and the lives of the poor 

are often neglected. 

Another contradiction presented in the novel is the difference between the glamorous image 

of cities and the harsh reality experienced by workers and servants. While the wealthy enjoy 

comfortable homes, shopping malls, and luxury vehicles, the working class lives in crowded 

spaces with limited access to sanitation and clean air. Pollution, traffic congestion, and waste 

disposal problems become part of everyday life for the poor. These environmental conditions 

clearly reveal how the benefits of development are unequally distributed in society. 
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Adiga also highlights how the idea of progress is often measured through material growth 

rather than social well-being. Government policies and economic reforms promote industries, 

business expansion, and technological advancement, but they rarely address environmental 

protection and the welfare of marginalized communities. As a result, development creates a 

situation where the rich become richer while the poor continue to struggle for basic survival. 

Through Balram’s observations, the novel suggests that real progress should not only focus 

on economic success but also on fairness, environmental responsibility, and equal opportunities. A 

society that ignores the living conditions of its poorer population cannot claim to have achieved 

true development. By presenting these contradictions, The White Tiger encourages readers to 

rethink the meaning of progress and the importance of creating a society where both environmental 

care and social justice are given equal importance. 

Conclusion 

The White Tiger provides a powerful portrayal of the relationship between environmental 

degradation and social inequality in modern India. Through the experiences of Balram Halwai, 

Aravind Adiga exposes the struggles faced by marginalized communities in both rural and urban 

settings. The novel demonstrates how poverty, corruption, and environmental neglect are 

interconnected issues that shape the lives of millions of people. 

Adiga’s narrative encourages readers to reflect on the uneven distribution of resources and 

opportunities in society. By highlighting these realities, the novel emphasizes the need for greater 

social awareness and responsible development. Environmental protection and social justice must 

go together in order to create a more equitable and sustainable future. 
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